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ABSTRACT 
 

Introduction: In India, 1% to 19% of the total students have Learning Disability. Learning disability 
may vary from person to person and is incurable but can be controlled if diagnosed earlier. 
Teachers play a vital role in its identification. 
 Aims: Assessing the Knowledge and Attitude of primary school teachers regarding early 
identification and management of Learning Disability. 
Study Design: The study design is Descriptive cross sectional design. 
Place and Duration of Study: selected school at Tapi District, Gujarat, between 2020 – 2021. 
Methodology: The research was carried out by using Quantitative research approach and on 150 
primary school teachers. The non probability sampling technique was used. The tool includes socio 
demographic variables, Knowledge questionnaire and Attitude scale.  
Results: No teacher have excellent knowledge i.e 0.00% regarding Learning Disabilty. 59.33% 
have good knowledge and 40.66% teachers are poor in knowledge regarding Learning Disability. 
96.66% teachers have positive attitude towards children having Learning Disability while 3.33% 
teachers have negative Knowledge. There is positive correlation between Knowledge and Attitude. 
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There is significant association of knowledge with age and classes allotted at p< 0.05. There is 
significant association of Attitude with classes allotted at p< 0.05. 
Conclusion: Majority of the teachers have good Knowledge and most of them have positive 
attitude towards the children with Learning disability. 
 

 

Keywords: Knowledge; attitude; primary school teachers; learning disability. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Learning disability is a type of Learning    
disorders that arises from neurological   
problems. It can be due to the faulty brain 
structure or functions. This affects the ability of 
brain to process and comprehend. This makes 
difficult for the child with Learning disability         
to learn and process like other normal children 
[1]. 
 
Justine james.et al. (2018) conducted a study in 
India to assess the percentage if learning 
Disability and the study reveals that 1% to 19% 
of total students are having Learning Disability 
[2]. 
 
Due to poor attention spam and weak 
concentration, students cannot perform well in 
academics, but this kind of students may be 
found good in extracurricular activities. Here, it is 
responsibility of parents, care takers and 
teachers to motivate to do other activities by 
focusing and strengthening on abilities rather 
than disabilities. In Indian setting, pressurizing 
the child for scholastic performance in   
academics is much found and this results in 
Anxiety, Depression, and Stress disorders. 
Sibnath Deb .et. al (2015) conducted a study on 
190 samples in high school students of India to 
assess the stress in the academics caused due 
to the parental pressure among Indian             
high school students. the result reveals            
that almost two third of the students were      
found to be stressed out due to the            
parental pressure for good academic 
performance [3]. 
 
Learning Disability is not an Intellectual disorder. 
The child might be bright and intelligent, but as 
the teachers and parents will not be able to 
identify that the child is actually suffering from 
Learning Disability, this children may be 
identified as failures, poor or disinterested in 
studies. As a result they might be ignored by 
teachers. This can lead to damage in motivation 
and threat to child’s future and career. Therefore 
it is found to be important for the teachers to do 
early identification and management of Learning 
disability. 

1.1 Problem Statement 
 
 Knowledge and Attitude of primary school 
teachers regarding early identification and 
management of Learning Disability. 
 

1.2 Objectives of the Study  
 

1) Assess Knowledge of primary school 
teachers regarding early identification and 
management of Learning Disability. 

2) Assess Attitude of primary school teachers 
regarding early identification and 
management of Learning Disability. 

3) Find out the correlation between 
Knowledge and Attitude of primary school 
teachers regarding early identification and 
management of Learning Disability. 

4) Find out association of knowledge with 
selected socio-demographic variables. 

5) Find out association of attitude with 
selected socio-demographic variables. 

 

1.3 Review of Literature  
 

Syed Arifa
1 

, Syed Shahid Siraj
2 

(2015) 
conducted a study titled  “A descriptive study to 
assess the knowledge and attitude of primary 
school teachers regarding learning disabilities 
among children in selected schools of district 
Pulwama Kashmir”. Quantitative descriptive 
study was used. Convienient sampling technique 
was used for data collection from teachers at 
selected school at District Pulwana. Self – 
structured Knowledge questionnaire and Attitude 
scale was made.   karlpearson’s correlation 
coefficient was used to check the realiability of 
the tool. The result showed that majority of the 
teachers  73.3% had moderate knowledge on 
learning disability, 20.0% had inadequate 
knowledge and only 6.7% teachers had 
adequate knowledge on the subject. Majority of 
the teachers that is  93.3% had Most favorable 
Attitude towards children with learning Disability. 
Only 6.7% teachers showed Favorable attitude 
and none (0%) had Unfavorable attitude level 
towards the children with learning disability. 
There was significant correlation between 
knowledge of teachers  and their attitude towards 
such children [4]. 
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Elizabeth K Thomas
1 

, Seema p 
uthaman

2
(2019) conducted a study titled "A 

Study on the knowledge and attitude of primary 
school teachers towards inclusive education of 
children with specific learning disabilities" with 
the aim to determine the knowledge and Attitude 
of 180  primary school teachers who meet the 
inclusion criteria. The result concluded that 63% 
teachers have average knowledge and 51% 
have positive Attitude towards the child having 
Specific learning disability. There is significant 
correlation between teacher’s knowledge and 
attitude [5]. 
 
Vranda M N (2016)  conducted a study titled 
“Attitude of Primary School Teachers towards 
Children with Learning Disabilities” with the aim 
to assess the attitude of primary school teachers 
regarding learning disability. The study was 
conducted on 200 teachers to assess attitude 
using Teachers’  Attitude  about  Learning  
Disabilities  (PSTALD)  scale. The result shows 
there is less favourable attitude of teachers 
towards inclusion of children with learning 
disability in regular schools [6].

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLGY 
 
The research was carried out by using 
Quantitative research approach and Descriptive 
cross sectional research design on 150 primary 
school teachers of Tapi District, Gujarat. The non 
probability sampling technique was used. The 
tool includes socio demographic variables, 
Knowledge questionnaire and Attitude scale. 
 
The tool was validated by five experts in the field 
of psychiatric nursing. The reliability of the tool 
was checked and it was found 0.7 for Knowledge 
and Attitude questionnaire. Pilot study was 
carried out on 16 samples to find out the 
feasibility of the research study. The main study 
was carried out on 150 samples.  
 

Descriptive and inferential statistics was used to 
do the data analysis and interpretation. 
 

A) Inclusion criteria: 
 

1. Primary School Teachers who are willing to 
participate in the study. 
2. Primary School Teachers available at the time 
of data collection. 
B) Exclusion criteria: 
 

1. Teachers who are teaching in private schools. 
2. Teachers teaching in schools for physically or 
mentally challenged children. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
The findings based on the description an 
inferential analysis tabulated as follows:  
 
3.1 . Description of school teacher’s Knowledge 

regarding Learning Disability.  
3.2 . Description of school teacher’s Attitude 

regarding Learning Disability.  
3.3 . Description of Correlation between 

research variable.  
3.4 . Association of demographic variables with 

knowledge and Attitude of teachers 
regarding Learning Disability. 
 

3.1 Description of School Teacher’s 
Knowledge Regarding Learning 
Disability 

 
Fig. 1. shows that no teacher have excellent 
knowledge i.e 0.00% regarding Learning 
Disabilty. 59.33% have good knowledge and 
40.66% teachers are poor in knowledge 
regarding Learning disability. 
 

3.2 Description of School Teacher’s 
Attitude Regarding Learning 
Disability 

 
Fig. 2. shows that 96.66% teachers have positive 
attitude towards children having Learning 
Disability while 3.33% teachers have negative 
Knowledge. 
 

3.3 Description of Correlation between 
Research Variable 

 
Table – 1 shows that there was significant 
correlation between knowledge of school 
teachers regarding learning disability and their 
attitude towards such children. Standard 
deviation of the Knowledge is 0.87 and of 
Attitude is 3.18. There is positive correlation 
between variables with score of 0.99. 
 

3.4 Association of Demographic 
Variables with Knowledge and 
Attitude of Teachers Regarding 
Learning Disability 

 
Table -2 depicts the association between 
knowledge and socio- demographic variable 
which was tested by using chi- square test. 
Findings shows that   age is associated with 
Knowledge with chi- square value 9.62 and p- 
value 0.047. Their is significant association 
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between classes allotted to the teachers with 
knowledge at p<0.05. The other socio- 
demographic variable such as gender, 
educational qualification, total years of 

experience, had special training on learning 
disability and learnt child psychology were found 
statistically non- significant with knowledge of 
primary school teachers. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. shows knowledge of school teachers regarding learning disability 
 

 
 

Fig. 2. Shows the Attitude of teachers regarding Learning disability 
 

Table 1. Correlation between Knowledge score and Attitude score of study subjects regarding 
learning disability 

 

Karls pearson’scorrelation Knowledge value Attitude score 

Mean 10.66 47.77 
SD 0.87 3.18 
N 150 
Correlation 0.99 
Result Positive Correlation 

 

40.66% 
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Table 2. depicts the association of knowledge with socio- demographic variable 
 

Socio- 
demographic  
variable 
Age  in  years 

Level of knowledge Chi 
square 
value 

Tab 
value 

P 
value 

Inference 

Poor Good Excellent 

<30 years 5 1 0 9.62 9.49 0.047 Significant  at  
p<.05 level >31 – 50  years 38 43 0 

>50  years 18 45 0 
Gender        

Not  Significant  at 
p<.05 level 

Female 31 58 0 3.06 5.99 0.21 
Male 30 31 0 
Educational 
qualification 

       
 
Not  Significant  at 
p<.05 level 

Diploma 9 21 0 9.24 12.59 0.16 
Graduation 16 30 0 
Post- graduation 27 20 0 
Others 9 18 0 
Total 
experience in 
years 

       
 
Not  Significant  at 
p<.05 level <3 years 7 3 0 4.62 9.49 0.32 

3-5 years 14 17 0 
>5 years 40 69 0 
Classes allotted        

Significant  at  
p<.05 level 

Primary 30 59 0 7.53 5.99 0.023 
Upper  primary 31 30 0 
Special training 
on learning 
disability 

       
 
Not  Significant  at 
p<.05 level No 55 75 0 4.44 5.99 0.10 

Yes 6 14 0 
Learnt child 
psychology 

      Not  Significant  at 
p<.05 level 

No 11 10 0 0.83 5.99 0.66 
Yes 50 79 0 

 
Table 3. depicts the association of Attitude with socio- demographic variable 

 

Socio Demographic 
Variables 

Attitude Chi square 
value 

Table 
value 

P value Inference 

Negative Positive 

AGE   4.58 5.99 0.10 Not Significant 
at p<.05 level Less than 30 years  6 

31-50 years 5 76 
More than 50 years  63 
Gender   0.79 3.84 0.37 Not Significant 

at p<.05 level Female 2 87 
Male 3 58 
Educational 
qualification 

  3.46 7.82 0.32 Not Significant 
at p<.05 level 

Diploma  30 
Graduation 2 44 
Other  27 
Post graduation 3 44 
Total experience in 
years 

  2.45 5.99 0.29 Not Significant 
at p<.05 level 

Below 3 years 1.00 9.00 
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Socio Demographic 
Variables 

Attitude Chi square 
value 

Table 
value 

P value Inference 

Negative Positive 

3-5 years  31.00 
More than 5 years 4.00 105.00 
Classes allotted   7.54 3.84 0.006 Significant at 

p<.05 level Primary  89.00 
Upper primary 5.00 56.00 
Special training on 
learning disability 

  0.78 3.84 0.37 Not Significant 
at p<.05 level 

No 5.00 125.00 
Yes  20.00 
Learnt child 
psychology 

  0.83 3.84 0.36 Not Significant 
at p<.05 level 

No  21.00 
Yes 5.00 124.00 

 
Table -3 depicts the association between Attitude 
and socio- demographic variable which was 
tested by using chi- square test. There is 
significant association between classes allotted 
to the teachers with Attitude at p<0.05. The other 
socio- demographic variable such as age, 
gender, educational qualification, total years of 
experience, had special training on           
learning disability and learnt child         
psychology were found statistically non- 
significant with Attitude of primary school 
teachers. 
 

4. DISCUSSION 
 

4.1 Socio- Demographic Characteristics 
of Teachers 

 
The findings of the present study shows that 54% 
of teachers belongs to age between 31years to 
50years, while 4% and 42% of participants 
belongs to age less than 30 years and age more 
than 50 years respectively. More than half of the 
total teachers, i.e 59.33% are females and 
40.66% are male. Majority of teachers have done 
post- Graduation i.e 31.33% while 30.66% 
teachers are graduate and 20% teachers have 
done diploma. Other 18% teachers have 
acquired other degrees than this too. Maximum 
teachers have total experience of more than 5 
years i.e is 72.66% while 20.66% of teachers 
have experience of 3-5 years and 6.66% of 
teachers have experience less than 3 years. 
59.33% teachers are primary school teachers 
and 40.66 are upper primary school teachers. 
Majority of participants i.e 87.33% have not 
attended training and 12.66% have attended 
training. 86% participants have not studied child 
psychology in academics while 14% participants 
have learnt child psychology. 72.66% 

participants have not came across with a child 
having Learning Disability and 27.33% 
participants have experience working with 
learning disabled child. 

 
4.2 Knowledge of Primary School 

Teachers Regarding Learning 
Disability 

 
The present study was conducted among the 
teachers of Tapi District. While assessing the 
knowledge, study reveals that the no teacher 
have excellent knowledge i.e 0.00% regarding 
Learning Disabilty. 59.33% have good 
knowledge and 40.66% teachers are poor in 
knowledge regarding Learning Disability. 
Teachers have good knowledge about            
Sign and Symptoms of Learning disability        
with 49.55% followed by 41.11%, 34.55%, 
31.94%, 18.22% about Definition and 
prevalence, Causes, Identification and 
Management of Learning Disability and types 
respectively. 

 
The study findings are similar to the findings of a 
descriptive study conducted by Bhavya S

1
, 

Chinnu CM
2
, (2015) “To assess the knowledge 

and attitude of teachers regarding specific 
learning disabilities among children”. The study 
was conducted among 50 school teachers in 
selected schools at Mangalore. The sampling 
technique used was convenient sampling 
technique and data was collected using 
structured knowledge questionnaire and attitude 
scale. Results revealed that majority of     
teachers (64%) had average knowledge, 3% 
have poor Knowledge and only 6% have good 
Knowledge regarding specific learning      
disability [7].
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4.3 Attitude of Primary School Teachers 
Regarding Learning Disability 

 
96.66% teachers have positive attitude towards 
children having Learning Disability while 3.33% 
teachers have negative Attitude. The Attitude 
directly impacts on the behaviour of the individual 
towards the subject. 
 
Syed Arifa1 [1], Syed Shahid Siraj [2] (2015) 
conducted a study with the statement “ A 
descriptive study to assess the knowledge and 
attitude of primary school teachers regarding 
learning disabilities among children in selected 
schools of district Pulwama Kashmir” It was 
found that majority of school teachers 56 (93.3%) 
had Most favorable attitude towards children with 
learning Disability. Only 4 (6.7%) school teachers 
showed Favorable attitude and none (0%) had 
Unfavorable attitude level The findings revealed 
that majority of teachers were having Most 
favorable attitude towards children with learning 
Disability [4]. 
 

4.4 Correlation between Knowledge and 
Attitude of Primary School Teachers 
Regarding Learning Disability 

 
There was significant correlation between 
knowledge of school teachers regarding learning 
disability and their attitude towards such children. 
The correlation was calculated by karl’s 
pearson’s formula and the score was 0.99. 

 
A study was conducted by Seema Uthama

1
, 

Elizabeth k
2 

(2019), “Knowledge and Attitude of 
primary school teachers towards inclusion 
education of children with Specific Learning 
Disability”. The study found that there is a 
significant correlation between teacher’s 
knowledge and their attitude towards inclusion 
criteria [5]. 

 
4.5 Association of knowledge with 

Selected Socio-Demographic 
Variables 

 
The association between knowledge and socio- 
demographic variable which was tested by using 
chi- square test. Findings shows that age and 
classes allotted is associated with knowledge at 
p<0.05. The other socio- demographic variable 
such as gender, educational qualification, total 
years of experience, had special training on 
learning disability and learnt child psychology 

were found statistically non- significant with 
knowledge of primary school teachers. 
 
B Amali Rani (2016), “A study to assess the 
effectiveness of psycho education module on 
knowledge regarding early identification of 
children with learning disability among primary 
school teachers in  selected school at Chennai”. 
The association between post test knowledge 
scores of primary school teachers with their 
demographic variables. There is association 
between demographic variables such as age, 
years of experience and teachers those who 
attended in service training on learning problems 
[8]. 
 

4.6 Association of Attitude with Selected 
Socio-Demographic Variables 

 
The association between Attitude and socio- 
demographic variable which was tested by using 
chi- square test. There is significant association 
between classes allotted to the teachers with 
socio- demographic variable at p<0.05. The other 
socio- demographic variable such as age, 
gender, educational qualification, total years of 
experience, had special training on            
learning disability and learnt child         
psychology were found statistically non- 
significant with knowledge of primary school 
teachers. 
 
Bhavya1, Bhavya s

2
, the knowledge and attitude 

of teachers regarding specific learning disabilities 
among children

. 
The present study finding shows 

that there is an association between attitude and 
demographic variables such as gender, classes 
allotted, child psychology and there is no 
association between age, years of experience, 
marital status, in-service education, and family 
history of learning disability

7
. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 
 
The following results are obtained from the study. 
 
Majority of the teachers possess good 
knowledge and not a single teachers have 
excellent knowledge about learning        
disability. Teachers have more knowledge   
about sign and symptoms while very                
less knowledge about types of Learning 
Disability. 
 

Majority of the teachers have favourable Attitude 
towards the child having Learning disability. 
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There is significant correlation between attitude 
and knowledge of teachers. 
 

There is significant association between 
knowledge with age and classes allotted to the 
teachers. No association was found                 
with other socio-demographic variables                   
like gender, educational qualification, total 
teaching experience, learnt child                 
psychology, dealt with child with Learning 
disability. 
 
There is significant association between 
knowledge and classes allotted to the     
teachers. No association was found                           
with other socio-demographic variables                
like age, gender, educational qualification,            
total teaching experience, learnt child 
psychology, dealt with child with Learning 
disability. 
 

6. RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. A study can be done in a large      

population area to generalise the study 
findings. 

2. A study can be conducted to check the 
prevalence of learning disability and types 
of 

3. learning disabilities among various age 
groups of children. 

4. A comparative study can be done on 
knowledge of primary school teachers 
between urban and rural areas. 

5. A study can be conducted to assess         
the knowledge regarding learning     
disability among parents or                                  
primary care taker of school going    
children. 

6. A similar study can be done on secondary 
school teachers. 
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